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SPLASH... 
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CONTINUED IN #3 


Translation Notes 


Shuzo Oshimi uses minute details in the contemporary Tokyo setting of Happiness to convey 
nuances of both story and character, many of which may be unfamiliar to the native English 
speaker. Here are brief explanations of some of these details. 
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Asagaya is a rail station in Suginami ward, located 
in east-central Tokyo, the facade of which is pictured 
on page 50. Opened in 1922, it's on the Chuo 
Main Line—one of the main trunk rail lines in Japan, 
starting in Tokyo Station and going all the way to the 
city of Nagoya, almost 250 miles away. Owning a 
large house within walking distance of Asagaya Sta- 
tion would indicate to the local reader that Yuuki's 
family is fairly well-off. 


Chuhai, page 55 


YOU WANT 
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Chuhai is an alcoholic beverage made by watering 
down vodka or shochu (a Japanese distilled liquor that 
may be made from a variety of sources) with carbonated 
flavored water. A common sight in convenience stores 
and vending machines, chuhai's sugary flavor and fairly 
hefty alcohol level (up to 9% by volume) give it a market 
position similar to malt beverages or wine coolers in 

the US—favored by college students (or younger) and 
anyone looking to get drunk quickly. The drinking age in 
Japan is twenty, making everyone in the room underage 
by three to four years. 


Matome Sites, page 128 


DUDE, 

ს s. NN V DID YOU 
~“ 4 SEE THE 
| MATOME* 
SITES? © 


VI ლ 


Nr 

Pa 

чр тд; ey 
ريسا‎ 


f£ 


«д 
e 
9 
ZA 


гаў 
2952 


4-2, 


2 


ER 


Matome sites (literally, “collection sites”) are affiliate 
websites that collect the best or most interesting 
threads on Japanese web forums like 2ch (itself a 
precursor to the infamous 4chan), and gather them 
in a single convenient spot, a bit like /r/bestof on 
Reddit. Matome sites are usually administrated by 
individuals who use the collected content to draw 
traffic which they sell advertising against, leading 
to friction with some 2ch users who claim they’re 
unethically profiting from their posts. 


YUUKI FLEW 


RIGHT OUT TO 
SOI RESCUE 
CALLED OKAZAKI. 
119. * 


If you ran into trouble in Japan, don't call 911 — 
dial 110 for the police, or 119 for ambulance and 
tire services. There are English speakers available, 
too, although you may encounter a delays until the 
call center tracks down someone who speaks it. 


HAPPINESS 


7 “The word 
heartwarming 
was made for 

manga like this.” 


-Manga Book- 
shelf 


and biting social — 1 «ох 
commentary... delivers | 
in its depth of char- 


acter and emotional | different and the con- 
strength.” - Comics sequences of childhood 
Bulletin | | | bullying... Read it.” 
| -Апіте News 


| | Network 


very powerful 
story about being 
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shorn is а a bully. When Shoko, a girl на can't hear, enters his ~ 
mentary school class, she becomes their favorite target, and Shoya 
and his friends goad each other into devising new tortures for her. 
But the children’s cruelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave the 
school, and Shoya ends up shouldering all the blame. Six years lat- 
er, the two meet again. Can Shoya make up for his past mistakes, 
or is it too late? 


Available now in print and ita 


© Yoshitoki Oima/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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In deluxe omnibus editions of 600+ pages, 


including ALL-NEW original stories by Р 
Alita creator Yukito Kishiro! KODANSHA 
COMICS 


The Cyberpunk Legend is Back! 
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THE HEROIC LEGEND OF 


READ THE NEW SERIES FROM THE CREATOR OF 
FULLMETAL ALCHEMIST, HIROMU ARAKAWA! 
.." NOW A HIT TV SERIES! 
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historical or epic fantasy 
will be quite pleased with 
the resulting book." 
-Anime News Network 


ECBATANA 15 BURNING! 


Arslan is the young and curious prince of Pars who, despite his best efforts doesn't seem 

to have what it takes to be a proper king like his father. At the age of 14, Arslan goes to 

his first battle and loses everything as the blood-soaked mist of war gives way to scorching 
flames, bringing him to face the demise of his once glorious kingdom. However, it is Arslan's 


destiny to be a ruler, and despite the trials that face him, he must now embark on a journey 
to reclaim his fallen kingdom. 


Available now in print and digitally! 
© Hiromu Arakawa/ Yoshiki Tanaka/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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everyone's favorite Sky 
| friend Сапа... 


Dragon Slayer, Wendy 
Marvell, and her faithful 


The new adventures of 
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IcHiRO INUYASHIKI IS DOWN ОМ HIS LUCK. НЕ LOOKS MUCH 
OLDER THAN HIS 58 YEARS, HIS CHILDREN DESPISE HIM, AND 
HIS WIFE THINKS HE’S A USELESS COWARD. SO WHEN HE’S 
DIAGNOSED WITH STOMACH CANCER AND GIVEN THREE MONTHS 
TO LIVE, IT SEEMS THE ONLY ONE WHO’LL MISS HIM IS HIS DOG. 


THEN A BLINDING LIGHT FILLS THE SKY, AND THE OLD MAN 
IS KILLED... ONLY TO WAKE UP LATER IN A BODY HE ALMOST 
RECOGNIZES AS HIS OWN. CAN IT BE THAT ICHIRO INUYASHIKI 
IS NO LONGER HUMAN? 


COMES IN EXTRA-LARGE EDITIONS WITH COLOR PAGES! 


PRAISE FOR THEJANIME! 
“This series never fails to “A very funny look at what happens when 
put a smile on my face.” two strange and strangely well-suited people 
-Dramatic Reviews try to navigate the thorny path to true love 


/ together.” 
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-Anime News Network 


OPPOSITES ATTRACT...MAYBE? 


Haru Yoshida is feared as an unstable and violent “monster” «3 = 

Mizutani Shizuku is а grade-obsessed student with no friends. 

Fate brings these two together to form the most unlikely pair Haru 

firmly believes he’s in love with Mizutani and she firmly believes 

he's insane. KODANSHA 
COMICS 


© Robico / Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


(PERFECT LIFE). 


INA PERFECT CITY 7 
For Shion, an elite student in the technologically sophisticated | 
city No. 6, life is carefully choreographed. One fateful day, he 
takes a misstep, sheltering a fugitive his age from a typhoon. 
Helping this boy throws Shion's life down a path to discovering 
the appalling secrets behind the “perfection” of No. 6. 
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покі Kino; Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


З» | ы eh di 


lundving) love 


! : 
| 
/ 
Ji І / 
წ . Це 2 
, | 7 
| й 
/ ; Н 
j 
A 
| : 4 
/ # / : 
2 7 : 
й Р г 1 
2 > 1 
Й > ho: | 
17 М 
` 
A Ў; 7 
ñ 4 ) 


и 14 


Chihiro has ап unusual connection to zombie movies. He doesn't feel bad for 
the survivors - he wants to comfort the undead girls they slaughter! When 
his pet passes away, he brews a resurrection potion. He's discovered by 
local heiress Sanka Rea, and she serves as his first test subject! 


© Mitsuru Hattori / Kodansha Ltd. All rignts reserved. 
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Praise for the anime: 
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HODANSHA 
COMICS] 


Mei Tachibana has no friends — and says she doesn't need them! 


But everything changes when she accidentally roundhouse kicks the most 
popular boy in school! However, Yamato Kurosawa isn’t angry in the slightest— 
in fact, he thinks his ordinary life could use an unusual girl like Mei. But winning 
Mei’s trust will be a tough task. How long will she refuse to say, “І love уои”? 


© Капае Hazuki / Kodansha Ца. All rights reserved. 


DON'T MISS THE MOST ACCLAIMED 
ACTION MANGA OF 2013! 


“Gripping doesnt begin to describe Vinland Saga. 
—ICv2 


5 stars.” 


“Deeply engrossing... If you have any interest at 
allin Vikings, the Medieval period, or pirates, this 
is not a series you want to miss.” 

— Anime News Network 
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“The art is gorgeous, a combination of beautiful 
cartooning and realistic backgrounds. Yukimura 
is also a master of pacing, both in frenetic battle 
scenes and charged emotional moments.” 


—Faith Erin Hicks, Friends With Boys 


“For those who love Berserk, you'll love this too... 
Worth the long wait.” 
—A Case Suitable for Treatment 


“Tt will be impossible to stop watching this story 
unfold.” —Japan Media Arts Awards jury 
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